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Memarks 

Claims 1-117 are pending in the plication. Reconsideration and withdrawal of ihe 

Testriction is lequested. 

•n»e Examiner has restricted the claims to eight inventions citing 35 U.S.C. § 121 . 
(Office Action, page 2.) Applicants tespectfiilly disagree. 

In the event Applicants' arguments below are found mipetsuasive, Applicants elect 
the ravenilon of Group 5, claims 61-90. which the Examiner asserts is -drawn to amethod of 
delivering a nucleic add to a cell comprising contacting said cell wilh said nncleic add, a 
fluorescent molecule, and a cellular delivery molecule, and treating Ae ceU with atrealment 
lhat causes dissodation of said nucldc acid from one or botii of said fluorescent molecule, 
and said cellular delivery molecule..." (Office Action, page 2.) This election is made 
without prejudice to or disclaimer of the other claims or inventions disclosed. 

A reqoiicm«it fiw testriction is proper only if a search and examination of tiie entire 
application would impose a serious burden on the Examiner. {See Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure (MPEP) § 803 (eighth edition, revision 5, August 2006).) Applicants 
beUeve that a search of Ihe Sttfcjeot matter of tiie claims of Group 5 reUting to contacting a 
cell with a nucleic add, a fluorescent molecule and a ceUular deUvety molecule, would be 
substantially coextensive with a search of the subject matter of the claims of Groups 1-4, and 
6-8 which relate to methods, complexes and kits compriang nucldc acid, fluorescent and 
ceflular deUvery molecules. A seardi of the art for Group 5 would necessarily lead to ait 
that was relevant to Gioiqjs M and 6-8 as well. Thus, Applicants respectfiiUy submit that 
searching and examtnmg the subject matter of the claims of Groups lA, and 6-8 would not 
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imposeaseriousburden on the Examiner. Accoidrngly, Applicants icspectfilllyrequest&at 
theiestrictmiequireroentbereconirideisdandwifhdrav^ RECEIVED 

CENTFML FAX CENTER 
Conclusion OCT 1 2 2006 

Applicants believe that a foil and complete reply has been made to the outstanding 
Office Action and, as such, tiifi preseai application is in condition for allowance. If the 
Examiner beUeves. foranyi«ason. that personal ccnmnunicationNvill expedite prosecution of 
this application, Ac Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number 
provided. 

Prompt and fevorable consideration of this Reply is respectfully requested. 

Kespectfiilly submitted, 

/Peter G. Foiles/ 

Peter G.Foiles 
Agent for Applicants 
(240) 379-4173 
Registration No. 46,477 

Date: October 12, 2006 
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